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it was that her crops were always successful, and in what fashion she knew that the rains each year would be good or bad, and sowed accordingly. She replied: ' Thus are we instructed by the Ogress, and, attending to her words, we sow, betimes on low land and betimes on high ; thus is it that our crops are always a success. Have you not seen that the first of everything is carried to her from our house ? You, likewise, do the same ; and she will also take interest in your work.5
Thenceforward the villagers made offerings to the Ogress; who, in return, advised them as to their domestic concerns ; thus she constantly was in receipt of the best of gifts, and found many adherents. She it was who, subsequently, instituted the system of issuing tickets for the distribution of the eight kinds of food; and this system is in vogue, even to this day.
XLV THE STOEY OF PRINCE WESSANTARA
Prince Wossantara was tho son of Visvamitta, and is doscribed as ideally handsonio according to Indian standards : c his complexion golden, his brow like a dome, his arms long, his eyebrows meeting, and his nose aquiline '. Ho was as good as ho was beautiful, and so liberal in giving that his father in a rage banished him from his kingdom.
Tho story of his wonderful self-effacement is very popular in Buddhist lands, forming tho subject of frescoes on tho temple walls, and the subject of never-ending comment.
The following is a paraphrase which keeps close to tho original, but is condensed for tho sake of brevity.
BEING banished by his father, Wessantara the Bodhisat went to his wife Maddi and told her that